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HOW TO PLAY THE CELLO
(UNTIL YOU DON'TJ

Book, Musio & Lyrics by Benjamin Emory Larson
Direction by Scott Ford

Musio Direction by Christine Wade & Harrison Wade

With gratitude to our Producing Partner John Suliivan

What is a cellist who can't piay ceilo?

When theaters were shut down by COViD-19 in 2020, and it sank in that they wouldn't be
reopening, I feit like i had wasted my iife. i had poured everything i hod into musicai theater,
and now it was gone, possibiy for a iong time, in 2024, my friend Anno Beth [the performer
of this piece) toid me she had always wanted to play Jacqueline du Pre, and I jumped at the
opportunity to write something for her, as well as explore the story of another artist who hod
lost their ability to make art.

The plan was simple: write a nice little show about a gifted cellist, compose some ciassicai
crossover songs, and maybe process a few feelings along the way. I didn't expect to encounter
in Jackie du Pre a person whose journey-aibeit a little more exciting-so closely mirrors mine,
i found a kindred, fun-loving spirit, a fellow weird kid, and another musioian who ploys too loud
and head bangs too much.

Writing about Jackie has healed me and challenged me and broken my heart in a hundred
ways, i hope spending an evening with her does the same for you. if you walked into the theater
oarrying shattered dreams of any size in your heart, I hope you leave knowing you are not alone.

I'm so grateful to Anna Beth for bringing this charaoter to iife with me. I'm so grateful to Elissa, my
creative team, and the staff at Latte Da for investing their time and resources into this piece and
shaping it so powerfully. And I'm grateful to you for being here, even more so if you're able to stick
around for the taikback and share your thoughts with me and the team.

If you'd like to chat or yell at me or ask me anything, don't hesitate to chase me dawn after the
reading or reach out online: benemorylarson@gmaii.com.

PS. A ceiiist who can't play cello is: a cellist.

Benjamin Emory Larson


